
Dear church leader,

With this edition of the 
Compass, I am pleased 
to announce the Wayne 
and LeAlice Dehoney 
Center for Urban Minis-
try Training through the 
Billy Graham School. We 
at the BGS want to focus 
on the cities for several 
reasons:

• People are in the cities, 
and we are committed 
to training ministers to 
reach people.

• The world is increas-
ingly urban (now more 
than 50 percent ur-
ban).

• God is bringing the world to the cities.

• The cities offer tremendous opportunities for 
doing missions and evangelism while ad-
dressing social needs.

• The world’s infl uencers are based in the 
 cities. 

Kevin Hall, the associate director for the cen-
ter, is coordinating the center’s work. Our goal 

is to challenge students to 
minister in the cities, provide 
short-term and long-term 
opportunities for student in-
ternships in the cities, and 
offer conferences and train-
ing for persons already serv-
ing in the cities. The center’s 
website will soon be available, 
and your prayer support will 
be critical to us as we begin 
this center. 

Consider how your church 
might infl uence a city for 
Christ. Perhaps your students 
will take a mission trip to 
New York City or Chicago and 
minister in a multi-ethnic 
area. Maybe your church 

should support a church plant in Boston or 
Los Angeles. Members of a small group might 
adopt an international city, learn about it, and 
pray for the missionaries and church leaders 
serving in that urban context. 

If you now serve in a city, your fi rst step is to 
approach your city as a missionary. How many 
nationalities and ethnic groups are represented 

in your city? What are the primary needs there? 
How many homeless are in the city? What per-
centage of the population is unchurched? Who 
are the “movers and shakers” there? If you do 
not know the answers to these questions, ask 
God to increase your burden for your city. Do 
your homework, and devise a strategy to lead 
your church to engage the city. The Great Com-
mission demands it. 

 Chuck Lawless
 Dean, The Billy Graham School of
 Missions, Evangelism and Church Growth

A Heart for the City…
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Concern for the Poor: 
Extra Credit – or Core Curriculum? 
Survey a cross section of conser-
vative evangelical church mem-
bers and ask them to estimate 
how many sermons they have 
ever heard on biblical issues 
such as sexual morality, stew-
ardship, or use of the tongue. 
Then ask them how often they 
have ever heard any biblical 
teaching on God’s heart for the 
poor. Although that topic shows 
up with astonishing frequency 
in the Bible, suburban, middle-
class, conservative Christians 
often have practically no biblical 
frame of reference on it. Those 
passages that address poverty 
and the poor are either invisible 
or relegated to the status of “op-
tional information.” 

Scripture makes clear, however, 
that when it comes to following 
Jesus, knowing and refl ecting 
God’s heart for the poor is not 
“extra credit.” Rather, it is an 
integral part of the core cur-
riculum of following Jesus. It 
is Christianity 101. To do as we 
ought demands that this knowl-

edge be embedded in the DNA of 
our Christian character. 

We as leaders who have been 
commissioned to teach the whole 
counsel of God must ask our-
selves if we are helping people 
to know the heart of God for the 
poor and to refl ect His concern 
practically and visibly. Here are 
three steps in this direction: 

Think biblically. Care for 
the poor will never become part 
of the DNA of our faith or those 
we lead if we are not convinced 
this is absolutely biblical and a 
refl ection of God’s heart. It is not 
enough to believe it is important, 
or necessary, or simply a real 
need in our community. We must 
become convinced that this is a 
core aspect of what it means to 
follow Jesus. 

Act holistically. The knee-jerk 
reaction to the modernist con-
troversy of the 1930’s caused an 
unbiblical division between the 
physical and spiritual needs of 

people in conservative evangeli-
cal thinking. God is concerned 
about whole people. 

We cannot attempt to minister 
to the spiritual needs of people 
while ignoring their physical 
needs. This is especially true 
when ministering among the 
poor. It is very diffi cult to have 
credibility with the message of 
the cross when physical realities 
are ignored. 

Engage systemically. To help 
the poor in practical ways is to 
recognize, among other things, 
that sin is not just personal but 
structural and institutional. 
(Remember Haman). Therefore, 
Christians must know how to ad-
dress both personal sin and the 
institutional sin that get embed-
ded in the structures of society 
and which destroy people and 
communities. 

By: Dr. Jeff Cook

Associate Professor of Biblical 

Education and Urban Studies, 

Cedarville University

Recommended 
Resources

Topic of the Month: 

Urban Ministry

Claerbaut, David. 
Urban Ministry In a 

New Millennium

Stark, Rodney. 
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Movement and 

Conquered Rome

Conn, Harvie. The 
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Greenway, Roger S. & 
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World
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Cities of God: The Real Story of How Christianity Became 

an Urban Movement and Conquered Rome  Book Review

Rodney Stark, sociology of religion scholar, 
provides a history of Christianity that goes beyond 
many conventional views of 
the early church. Stark uses 
quantitative research to show how 
Christianity grew quickly and 
steadily. His goal is to view the rise 
of Christianity within the appro-
priate social and cultural contexts 
through a social scientifi c lens. 
Stark argues that Christianity was an urban 
religion that grew through relationships. He also 

shows that early Christianity was primarily an 
 urban movement. He explains that about two-

thirds of the population of the Roman Empire 
– and of Christians – were in the major urban 
cities. In light of the fact that over half the 
population of the world resides in urban con-
texts today, this book is a must read for pastors, 
church leaders, and scholars alike.
By: Kevin Hall 
Rodney Stark, Cities of God: 

The Real Story of How Christianity 
Became an Urban Movement and 
Conquered Rome. 



PURPOSE SIX
Praying 

for the city:
Locally – Pray about how you can get involved in reaching those in 
 the city nearest you. 
 Pray for those already ministering in the city.
 Pray for opportunities to team with urban pastors.

Nationally – Pray for urban church planters.
   Pick a city and pray for its leaders. Consider 
  Philadelphia if you are not near a city.
   Pray about supporting an urban church plant or 
  sending people on short term missions to the city.

Internationally – Pray for the missionaries of the world’s cities.
  Pick a city to learn about so you can pray for the 
  churches in that city.

The City of Brotherly Love, Philadelphia, is 

home to the Liberty Bell and Philly Cheese-

steaks. Philly is only one of three cities to remain in the list of 

top ten largest cities in America since 1910. With a popula-

tion of just under 1.5 million today and a metro area of over 

5 million, it ranks sixth on the list. Not all of the 1.5 million, 

however, eat cheesesteaks or visit the Liberty Bell. Like all cit-

ies, Philly is diverse – it has prostitutes and homeless, addicts 

and affl uent, fortunate and fortuneless. Many in the city of 

Brotherly Love hunger for food, attention, or hope. 21.6% are 

below the poverty level compared to the 12.7% national aver-

age. Philadelphia is one of six Northeast cities that make up 

the most unchurched 25% of the American population. Only 

about 1% of the population is Baptist. Pray for Philly, and 

consider visiting Philadelphia for leisure and ministry.

RESEARCH SHOWS
• The United Nations forecasts that today’s urban 
 population of 3.2 billion will rise to nearly fi ve billion 
 by 2030, when three out of fi ve people will live in 
 cities.

• In the largest twenty cities in the world are more 
 than 290 million urban dwellers (“The Harvest 
 Fields,” 2007). 

• In the United States, almost 80 million people live in 
 the 258 cities that have populations of 100,000 
 people or more (US Census Bureau, 2005). 

• Nine of the world’s ten largest cities are outside of 
 the United States.

• Within ten years, the world will have nearly 500 cities 
 of more than one million people. From: The Economist, “The World Goes to Town,” 5/3/07

City in Focus

T

h

k h ll l



The Dehoney Center for Urban Ministry Training
We have recently started a center for training ministers to reach the cities. If you are interested in the center or our 

Certifi cate of Urban Ministry, please contact us at BGSInfo@sbts.edu.

Biblical Church Growth: The Blog and Writings of Dr. Chuck Lawless
Blog, Articles, Books, MP3s, Recommended Resources, Book Reviews, Links

http://www.biblicalchurchgrowth.com 

Need a good evangelistic tract?
http://www.sbts.edu/pdf/GRACE.pdf

Know others who might be interested in receiving this e-newsletter?
Send their contact information to bgsinfo@sbts.edu. 

Know college students who might want to receive a new Graham School 
collegiate newsletter that is now available?

Send their contact information to bgsinfo@sbts.edu, or invite them to join the Facebook group, 
“Students for Global Impact.”B
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Dr. Mark Terry serves as Professor of Missions 
at a Baptist seminary in the Pacifi c Rim. The 
seminary there offers the MA in Missiology, 
MDiv in Missions, ThM in Missions, Doctor 
of Missiology, and PhD in Missions. Dr. Terry 
established and directs those programs. He 
and his wife were appointed as IMB mission-
aries to the Philippines in 1975, and served 
there until 1989. From 1989-93 he was aca-
demic dean and professor of missions at Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College in Pineville, KY. In 
1993 he joined the faculty at Southern. From 
1994-2004 he served as Associate Dean of the 
Billy Graham School. In 2004 he and his wife, 
Barbara, were re-appointed as missionaries by 

the IMB. Their primary ministry is serving at 
the seminary: Dr Terry as a professor and Bar-
bara as a librarian. They also do missionary 
training in the Pacifi c Rim for the IMB, and 
they have served as consultants in leadership 
development. In 2007 they began the develop-
ment of an Urban Missions Center in a capital 
city in Southeast Asia. This center will provide 
training in urban church planting and urban 
ministry when it is fully developed in 2009.

Pray for Dr. Terry’s ministry at the seminary in 
the Pacifi c Rim. Pray also for the Urban Mis-
sions Center to train many future leaders of ur-
ban church planting and urban ministry.
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Missionary Matters

Contact Us:
The Billy Graham School • 2825 Lexington Road • Louisville, Kentucky 40280

(502) 897-4108 • 1-800-626-5525 Ext. 4108 • Email: BGSchool@sbts.edu

Compass is a production of the Billy Graham School of Missions, Evangelism and Church Growth at The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. 

For more information about The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary go to: www.sbts.edu. 

Executive Editor: Kevin S. Hall Editor-in-Chief: Dr. Chuck Lawless



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 72
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 72
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


